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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 1 173 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SN, VN, US 

SUBJECT: GOS AND ASEAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS U.S. NORMALIZATION 
WITH VIETNAM AND SINGAPORE MEDIA REACTION TO WOODCOCK 
MISSION 

REFS: (A) STATE 057674, (B) 76 SINGAPORE 3450, (C) 76 SINGAPORE 4325 

1 . GCAVA1. EMBASSY HAS NO MAJOR PROBLEMS WITH INR ANALYSIS (REF A) 
BUT BELIEVES LATTER EFFORT OVER-SIMPLIFIED GOS ATTITUDE TOWARD 
VIETNAM. SPECIFIC EMBASSY COMMENTS FOLLOW. 

2. WHILE GOS ACCEPTS THE EVENTUAL NORMALIZATION OF U.S.- 
VIETNAM RELATIONS. IT HARBORS STRONG AND PERVASIVE FEAR OF 
VIETNAMESE INTENTIONS IN THE REGION. ALTHOUGH GOS HOPES THAT 
EXPANDED U.S. INTERACTION WITH VIETNAM MAY SERVE TO MODERATE 
SRV POLICIES, IT IS NOT SO SANGUINE AS TO BELIEVE (PARA 4, 

REFTEL THAT U.S. - HANOI RELATIONS WILL NECESSARILY HAVE THIS 
EFFECT. 

3. U.S. AID. AND TO A LESSER EXTENT TRADE AND INVESTMENT, 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 SINGAP 01 173 220123Z 

WHILE COMPRISING POTENTIAL LINKAGES THAT COULD INFLUENCE SRV, 

ARE SUBJECTS OF ANXIETY TO GOS. WHILE SINGAPORE WOULD LIKE 
TO REESTABLISH THE LEVEL OF TRADE IT ONCE HAD WITH VIETNAM, GOS 
WOULD NOT WANT USG TO AID VIETNAM BEYOND PROVIDING MODEST 
SUPPORT FOR AGRICULTURAL SECTOR FOR HUMANITARIAN PURPOSES. 

GOS POSITS WORST CASE FOR SRV INTENTIONS IN THE REGION AND WOULD 
PREFER THAT RECONSTRUCTION OCCUPY VIETNAM'S ENERGIES 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. ILLUSTRATIVE OF GOS WARINESS IS FACT 
THAT SINGAPORE HAS NOT ACCEPTED PHAN HIEN'S OBLIQUE INVITATION 
PARA 6 REF B) TO SEND OFFICIAL DELEGATION TO HANOI. 

4. THESE GENERAL GOS VIEWS TOWARD VIETNAM WERE MIRRORED 
IN MARCH 18 EDITORIAL IN GOVERNMENT-INFLUENCED STRAITS TIMES (ST). 
OCCASIONED BY ARRIVAL TWO DAYS EARLIER IN HANOI OF WOODCOCK 
MISSION. TITLED "A NEW START?". COMMENTARY TAKES A TENTATIVE, 
CAUTIOUS VIEW OF POSSIBILITY THAT U.S. - VIETNAM RELATIONS 
COULD IMPROVE AS A RESULT OF THE U.S. INITIATIVE. ACKNOWLEDGING 
THAT VIETNAMESE ATTITUDE TOWARD U.S. APPEARS TO HAVE SOFTENED, 
ST RECOMMENDS THAT WASHINGTON SHOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
MOOD, PROVIDED WOODCOCK CAN CONFIRM IT, TO "EMBARK ON A MORE 
CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH HANOI”. AFTER ASSERTING THAT 
U.S. SHOULD NO LONGER VETO SRV MEMBERSHIP IN U.N, (SEE 
ALSO REF C), EDITORIAL RECOMENDS A CARROT-STOCK APPROACH TO 
VIETNAM. "...IF BILATERAL RELATIONS CAN BE WORKED OUT, 

PRESIDENT CARTER CAN HELP THE STABILITY OF THE REGION 
BY RESPONDING TO VIETNAMESE REQUIREMENTS ACCORDING TO THE 
DEGREE TO WHICH HANOI IS PREPARED TO LEAVE NON-COMMUNIST 
SOUTHEAST ASIA UNMOLESTED". 

HOLDRIDGE 
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